	ENGLISH   —   Year 7   —   ASSESSMENT TASK 1
Reading & Responding — Analytical Response



	Type
	Analytical response to an unseen poem
	Weighting
	25%

	Conditions
	In class; one lesson; one A4 page of planning notes permitted
	Length
	2–3 paragraphs (400–500 words)

			Format
	Written response


The poem — read it carefully
Empty Swing
The playground holds its breath at three,
the swings hang still as sleeping things.
A crisp bag cartwheels, wild and free,
where laughter used to lend it wings.
The slide grows cold without a hand,
the seesaw dreams of afternoons.
The gate clicks shut. The quiet lands
like snow that falls too soon.
— an original poem provided for this task
Task
Write a sustained analytical response explaining how the poet uses language features and text structures to shape meaning, and discuss what the poem suggests about change and loss. Support your interpretation with textual evidence and analyse the effect of the poet’s choices on the reader. This is an analysis, not a retell.
What to hand in
Your planning notes and your final analytical response, set out in paragraphs.

	What your teacher wants you to focus on this time
•   Explain HOW the poet creates the feeling — don’t just retell what happens.
•   Analyse at least two language techniques and what they do.
•   Back up each point with a short quote from the poem.
•   Say what effect the poet’s choices have on the reader.
•   Write in clear paragraphs and check your spelling and punctuation.


Sample assessment task written to reflect typical Australian practice (task only — no marking rubric given to students) — created for Unpack tool testing — not a real school document
