YEAR 9 ENGLISH  ·  ASSESSMENT TASK
Romeo & Juliet — Analytical Essay on Conflict
Weighting: 20%   ·   Total: 20 marks   ·   Length: 800 words

Task
In an analytical essay of 800 words, discuss how Shakespeare explores the theme of conflict in Romeo & Juliet. You should demonstrate a deep understanding of conflict as both a theme and a structural force across the play, and you should analyse a range of dramatic techniques and explain how each one affects the audience.
Your response must be supported by well-chosen quotes, embedded smoothly into your own sentences rather than dropped in separately, and referenced correctly with act, scene and line. You are expected to use the correct literary and dramatic metalanguage throughout.
Please do NOT simply retell the plot. Marks are awarded for analysis, not for summary. Your essay should be logically organised with a clear introduction, body paragraphs and conclusion, and should sustain a consistent line of argument from beginning to end.
Submit your essay through the class page.
Before you begin
1. Re-read the key scenes covered in class, including Act 1 Scene 1, Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 5 Scene 3.
1. Review your class notes on dramatic techniques.
1. Consider the different kinds of conflict at work in the play.
1. Plan before you write. Essays that are planned tend to sustain a stronger argument.
Marking Rubric
Each criterion is marked against the standards descriptors below and mapped to Stage 5 outcomes. Holistic, on-balance judgement applies.
	Criterion (Stage 5 outcomes)
	A — Outstanding (17–20)
	B — High (13–16)
	C — Sound (9–12)
	D — Basic (5–8)
	E — Limited (1–4)

	Conceptual understanding of conflict
(EN5-1A, EN5-7D)
	Demonstrates a perceptive, nuanced conceptual understanding of how conflict operates thematically and structurally across the play
	Demonstrates a thorough and sustained understanding of conflict as a unifying thematic concern
	Demonstrates a sound understanding of conflict, predominantly at the level of narrative
	Demonstrates a basic, literal understanding of conflict
	Demonstrates an elementary or fragmented understanding

	Analysis of dramatic techniques & their effects on the audience
(EN5-3B)
	Perceptively analyses the composer’s judicious deployment of a discerning range of dramatic techniques and their calculated effects on the responder
	Effectively analyses several techniques and their intended effects
	Describes some techniques with generalised comment on effect
	Identifies techniques with minimal or no analysis of effect
	Makes only superficial reference to techniques

	Selection, integration & referencing of textual evidence
(EN5-2A)
	Judiciously integrates apposite, embedded and accurately referenced textual evidence to substantiate a sustained argument
	Integrates well-chosen evidence to support the argument
	Uses some relevant evidence, at times appended rather than embedded
	Uses limited, loosely relevant or inaccurately referenced evidence
	Uses little or no evidence

	Structure, cohesion & control of language and metalanguage
(EN5-6C)
	Sustains cohesive control of an analytical structure and expression; employs sophisticated, precise metalanguage
	Maintains a clear, controlled structure and expression with appropriate metalanguage
	Generally coherent structure with some lapses in control
	Limited structural control; simple expression
	Lacks a coherent structure

	Sophistication & responsiveness to the demands of the question
(EN5-8D)
	Responds to the demands of the question with insight and sophistication, sustaining a discerning, independent line of argument
	Responds thoughtfully to the question with a clear, consistent argument
	Responds to the question, though the argument may be uneven
	Responds only partially or tangentially to the question
	Response is largely unrelated to the question


Total: ____ / 20
Teacher comment:
End of assessment task.
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